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by Rebecca Groom Jacobs
Editor’s Briefing

Half-Century  
of Oshkosh

T his year, EAA celebrates the 50th consecutive 
EAA AirVenture fly-in convention in Oshkosh. The 
event initially took place in Milwaukee in 1953 then 

moved to Illinois in 1960 before a final move to Oshkosh in 1970.    
“A half-century ago, EAA founder Paul Poberezny saw Os-

hkosh as the perfect place to bring together aviation enthusi-
asts,” said Rick Larsen, EAA’s vice president of communities 
and member programs, who coordinates AirVenture features 

and EAA staff. While each provides a unique perspective of 
the show and its meaning, a common theme is evident: They 
continually return each year for the passionate community 
and comradery.

We also interviewed EAA Director of Communications Dick 
Knapinski for this month’s “Five on the Fly.” Dick first attended 
Oshkosh in 1978 and has worked on the frontline for EAA 
for more than 25 years. He provides an insider’s look at all 
of the moving parts required to pull off the world’s greatest 
aviation celebration. In 2018 alone, Oshkosh welcomed more 
than 600,000 people from 87 nations, along with more than 
10,000 aircraft. EAA expects to see similar numbers in 2019. 

Highlights in store for the 50th EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 
(“Year of the Fighter”) include: 

• Aircraft from the USAF Air Combat Command, includ-
ing fighters such as the F-15, F-16, F-22 and F-35, as well 
as the A-10 attack aircraft;

• The first Oshkosh appearance of the unique XP-82 
Twin Mustang;

• A salute to World War II ace Bud Anderson, with every 
flying P-51 in the U.S. invited to Oshkosh to participate;

• The 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 mission, with 
featured guest Apollo 11 command module pilot 
Michael Collins;

• Observance of the 75th anniversary of D-Day, with 
aircraft that participated in the actual invasion on June 
6, 1944, as well as C-47 airplanes that will have just 
returned from a historic anniversary flight to France;

• The 50th anniversary of the Boeing 747;
• Programming celebrating renowned aerospace engineer 

and aircraft designer Burt Rutan.
It is sure to be another memorable year, and I personally 

look forward to marking my ninth straight Oshkosh. Cheers 
to 50 years!   

and attractions. “Oshkosh has become synonymous with the 
World’s Greatest Aviation Celebration, so it’s natural that we 
commemorate 50 consecutive years here with events that 
involve those who attend and those who have made the city 
such a welcoming place for aviators.”

To celebrate the occasion, I enlisted the help of writer 
MeLinda Schnyder to capture some of the stories and sen-
timents from longtime Oshkosh attendees of all different 
types – a performer, exhibitors, an attendee of VFR arrival, 
an attendee of mass arrival, a volunteer, an Oshkosh resident 
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U.S. customs office at KFPR doesn’t open until 10 a.m. This 
means that we rarely are able to launch home from KFPR as 
early as we would like. 

On this day, the weather was quickly turning ugly across 
Florida, Georgia and Alabama. A mid-level trough persisted 
from the Tennessee Valley to the Gulf of Mexico, creating a 
deep, juicy southwesterly flow of moist warm air over the 
Florida peninsula and adjacent states. The conditions were 
ripe for a prolonged convective scenario with accompanying 
LIFR ceilings. Although we may have been able to pick our 
way through, there weren’t a lot of “outs” if we were to launch.

As we stood in the Tiki Hut at Ft. Pierce, iPads in hand, 
this was the moment of truth and decision. After nearly two 
weeks of traveling, we were anxious to get home. The plane 
was fueled and ready to launch. We had two qualified and very-
current pilots. My sister, who was traveling with us, needed 
to get home to her daughters. The sky was growing darker in 
the west with an approaching cell. Having two pilots to talk 
through the decision is infinitely helpful, as opposed to mak-
ing the go/no-go call alone.

We made the call: no-go. I quickly arranged a rental car and 
red-eye airline flight from Orlando for my sister. My husband 
found reasonable hangar space at the nearby Stuart airport. 
We popped the plane over to Stuart and headed to the near-
est Marriott. Two hours later, with cold drinks in hand and a 
thundering storm outside, we resolutely toasted to our delay. 
It was the right call. 

One day prior, a JetPROP owner-pilot departed south Florida 
with four on board for a trip to Maryland. Faced with cross-
ing the same “stuck” weather system, he ran into trouble over 
North Carolina and tragically crashed, killing all on board. 
While the investigation is underway, it appears an encounter 
with convection contributed to this accident. It makes you 
think: What were the motivations and pressures that the pilot 
was feeling that he had to make this flight? Why did he choose 
that route? What chain of actions and choices boxed him in 
and eventually dealt him a losing hand?

With all the excellent weather products now at our fingertips, 
we don’t need to guess or take chances. The batting average 
of those who test Mother Nature is not good. In the end, it is 
YOU and I who choose our course of action. 

As a friend and Piper M600 owner told me when I related 
our no-go decision: 

“There are no extra points for pictures about how much ice 
we take on or how close we can get to a cell. There are no extra 

A spring bomb cyclone hits the Midwest. Historic flood-
ing swamps the Midwest and Southeast. Heat waves 
smother Florida and the Southwest. A stuck pattern in 

the jet stream creates a trough over the western United States, 
which allowed systems to push further south than typical for 
late May into June. 

If you were anywhere near the left seat of an airplane 
this spring, you know all too well what I’m talking about. 
Normally June ushers in quieter weather patterns and better 
flying weather in general. Not this year.

After spending a glorious week aviating and relaxing in the 
Out Islands of the Bahamas in early June, my husband and 
I reluctantly turned our attention to flight planning our way 
back to the United States and eventually home to Kansas City. A 
quick look at the weather showed that our flight to Fort Pierce, 
Florida (which has the best customs experience and fuel prices) 
would be a breeze. But the rest of the trip home, maybe not. 

With our eAPIS and flight plan filed, we launched the first 
leg of our journey. One frustration, which we accept will-
ingly, is that flying out of the Bahamas rarely runs on your 
schedule. Ramping, refueling and getting through Bahamian 
customs requires a healthy dose of patience. In addition, the 

Knowing When to Say No Knowing When to Say No Knowing When to Say No 

Position Report
by Dianne White
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Dianne White is the executive director of MMOPA and editor 
of MMOPA Magazine. For a total of 14 years, she was editor 
of Twin & Turbine and has worked in the business aviation 
industry for nearly 30 years. She also serves on the board of 
directors for Angel Flight Central. An active multi-engine, 
instrument-rated pilot, Dianne lives in the Kansas City area 
and can be reached at editor@diannewhite.com.

points for landing with a 30-kt crosswind. There are no extra 
points for how fast we can fly an approach. If you choose to do 
it, it’s your decision. But when I read about these accidents, it 
makes me recommit myself to my personal limits, to learning 
more about my plane, and to better understanding weather.” 

Amen, brother.
The next day, we arose before dawn and did a detailed 

weather briefing. The system had run out of gas and we had 
a clear shot to Kansas if we launched early. By lunchtime, we 
were thankful to be home but certainly not disappointed that 
we delayed a day. 

While our airplanes are magic carpets, they are just machines 
that are no match for the worst Mother Nature can serve up. 
Think hard about the capabilities and most importantly, the 
limitations of you and your plane for the flight you are con-
templating. Waiting never killed anyone that I know of, but 
our airplanes sure can. 

Stay hungry for safety.  

Aeromania

Aviation Insurance Resources
1/4 page



6 • TWIN & TURBINE / July 2019



July 2019 / TWIN & TURBINE • 7July 2019 / TWIN & TURBINE • 7

EAA OSHKOSH 1970 • PHOTO COURTESY OF EAA

by MeLinda Schnyder

O nce upon a time, Oshkosh was best recognized 
as a brand of overalls. Today, much of the 
world hears “Oshkosh” and thinks airplanes. 

That’s because the Experimental Aircraft Asso-
ciation (EAA) is celebrating 50 years of Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin as the location of its annual fly-in conven-
tion, which this year runs July 22-28. This is the 67th 
edition overall of the week-long event. It started in 
1953 at Milwaukee’s Timmerman Field then moved 
to the Rockford, IL airport in 1960 before a final move 
to Oshkosh in 1970.

While the official name is EAA AirVenture Oshkosh, 
most people simply call it Oshkosh or OSH. Residents 
in the town of 60,000 about 80 miles northwest of Mil-
waukee are proud to be EAA’s hometown. Members, 
who numbered well below 100,000 in 1970 and now 
top 200,000, have watched the organization and the 
event grow from a small grassroots homebuilders air 
show to the largest aviation gathering in the world 
encompassing all types of pilots and enthusiasts from 
every corner of the globe.
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Farmland across from Wittman  
Regional Airport is now filled with large 
exhibit hangars as the event has made 
room for more attendees, exhibitors 
and airplanes. And for 11 days each 
July, it’s the busiest airport in the world 
– last year averaging 134 takeoffs/land-
ings per hour.

“Over 50 years, nearly every signifi-
cant aircraft type in the world has land-
ed on the runways at Wittman Regional 
Airport to be part of the EAA fly-in,” 
said Rick Larsen, EAA’s vice president 
of communities and member programs, 

She was in the area to fly her first 
aerobatic contest in a Super Decathlon 
at Fond du Lac. Just two months earlier, 
she had performed in her first air show, 
an event in Alaska, where she was liv-
ing at the time.

She returned to Oshkosh in 1987 to 
fly a white Pitts S-2S after “Duane Cole, 
famous author and aerobatic performer 
and instructor, put in a good word for 
her.” She estimates this year will be her 
25th time to perform at OSH.

In between those 25 appearances, 
Wagstaff has crafted a National Aviation 

of pilots, performers and many others 
who understand aviation more than the 
average air show audience.

Such a passionate, enthusiastic atmo-
sphere allows EAA to recruit the world’s 
best performers. This year’s schedule 
includes no fewer than 30 pilots and 
performing teams. The daily air shows 
range from precision aerobatics to the 
latest innovations to rare and unique 
flying machines as well as warbirds and 
vintage aircraft. Wagstaff will fly her 
Extra 330LX on two days and participate 
in other activities.

who coordinates AirVenture features 
and attractions. “More important are 
the stories of the people who have come 
to be a part of this event and the legacy 
of what is now known simply as Osh-
kosh. That is what we will be celebrat-
ing in 2019.”

To commemorate Oshkosh at 50, here 
are some of those stories from people 
who have a history with Oshkosh and 
opinions on why it is so special.

The Performer
The first time Patty Wagstaff attend-

ed the fly-in was 1984. It was also the 
last time she came to the event as a 
non-performer.

Hall of Fame career, including becom-
ing the first woman to win the U.S. 
National Aerobatic Championship in 
1991 (flying an Extra 260), a title she 
would win for three straight years. 
Wagstaff said OSH is one of the most 
inspiring places to perform.

“I think sometimes in our day-to-day 
flying, it’s easy to lose our connection 
with the reason we started flying in 
the first place – freedom, challenge, 
beauty, getting above it all. But being 
at Oshkosh brings all of that back into 
focus,” she said.

Performing at Oshkosh is like per-
forming in front of 100,000 of her clos-
est friends, she said. The crowd is full 

“I’m just happy to be invited back to 
perform again,” Wagstaff said. “It’s been 
a privilege to have been a small part of 
a big event for so many years.”

The Exhibitors
Among the 800 exhibitors who are 

showcasing their products and ser-
vices this year, there are several who 
also had booths in 1970. Two exam-
ples are Avemco Insurance Company, 
based in Frederick, Maryland, and 
Aircraft Spruce & Specialty Co., based 
in Southern California.

“For 50 years, AirVenture in Oshkosh 
has been the most important week of 

Patty Wagstaff is one of the 30-plus performers on the schedule for 2019, marking her 25th Oshkosh appearance.
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the year to our family as pilots, as well 
as to our business,” said Jim Irwin, pres-
ident of Aircraft Spruce. Jim’s parents, 
Bob and Flo Irwin, started the company 
in 1965. In 1967, they flew the company 
– which at the time included them and 
their two sons – to Rockford in their 
Navion Rangemaster.

aspects of aviation, including home-
built, factory built, classics, military 
and light sport/ultralight aircraft. It is 
an aviation experience like no other.”

Avemco Insurance Company was 
just 9 years old when it attended the 
first fly-in at OSH in 1970. While un-
derwriters will write new business, 
the company’s focus at the event has 
shifted from hard sales to brand aware-
ness, safety education and building 
partnership relationships with groups 
like Women in Aviation International 
(WAI) and the National Association of 
Flight Instructors. Avemco also brings 
a few newer hires each year to give 
hands-on lessons on why and how to 
rate aircraft.

“We take 5 to 6 staff every year,” 
said Marci Veronie, vice president of 
sales and marketing for the company 

Attendee,  
Traditional  
VFR Arrival

The late Paul Poberezny, EAA’s found-
er, is often quoted as saying of the fly-in: 
“You come for the airplanes and you 
come back for the people.” This rings 
true for Ben Lee, a dentist in Wichita, 
Kansas, who will be marking his 27th 
straight fly-in convention this year.

His passion for aviation brought him 
to OSH with a buddy for the first time 
in 1992, where he geeked over the war-
birds and homebuilts. He has returned 
for nearly three decades because the 
annual trip offered precious time with 
his family and newfound friends.

The company hasn’t missed an EAA 
fly-in since, growing from a staff con-
sisting only of family to adding a couple 
employees in the 1980s, to moving in 
1995 to the new Hangar A sponsored 
by the company and bringing 20 staff 
members to work their exhibit.

Jim, attending his 42nd consecu-
tive fly-in this summer, cherishes the 
memories of sharing time in the right 
seat with his dad, first in the Navion 
then in Jim’s Cessna T210. His father’s 
last trip to OSH was 1987, and Jim con-
tinued to fly to Oshkosh each summer 
as he moved up the Cessna ladder to a 
340, a 421C and then to his current air-
craft, a Cessna 425 Conquest, in 2000. 
Now he is making memories with his 
three sons, all active in management 
at the company.

“The love for aviation is handed down 
from generation to generation, and tak-
ing kids to Oshkosh is the best way 
to get them excited about flying,” Jim 
said. “AirVenture brings pilots and their 
families to Oshkosh for a week each 
summer to experience many different 

and chair of WAI’s board of directors. 
“One year we awarded a trip to OSH 
as a door prize to one employee at our 
holiday party. She has since gone on to 
take flying lessons and joined the local 
Ninety-Nines and WAI chapters.”

Veronie has worked for Avemco 33 
years and has attended Oshkosh at least 
20 times. She calls herself an ambassa-
dor for the event, urging even non-pilots 
to attend at least once.

“It is better than watching the ball 
dropping in Times Square or attending 
Mardis Gras,” she said.

“Oshkosh is a very, very special 
place for me,” he said. “This will be 
my son’s 23rd straight year, and he is 
24 years old. My daughter, who is 20 
years old, stopped coming when she 
was 17 after 17 consecutive years. It 
was our family vacation for many years 
as our kids grew up. I have met some 
of my best friends at Oshkosh. The ca-
maraderie of everyone in attendance 
is second to none.”

From walking the grounds until the 
kids fell asleep in their strollers to stock-
ing up on a year’s supply of cheese at 

Aircraft Spruce founder Flo Irwin with son Jim 
at the company’s booth at Oshkosh in 1970.

For longtime attendee Ben Lee, Oshkosh was family vacation as his kids grew up.
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a dairy, the memories are prized. The 
first few years he attended, Lee arrived 
via commercial flight. He said now it 
wouldn’t feel like Oshkosh if he didn’t 
f ly in. He and his son will f ly their 
Cessna 421 to OSH this year.

“My son not only attended OSH all 
these years but he also attended EAA’s 
Air Academy for a couple years when 
he was in middle school,” Lee said. “I 

think that sparked his interest in the 
mechanics of aircraft. He is not only a 
private pilot now but he also is a cer-
tificated A&P.”

Attendee,  
Mass Arrival

After 13 years of staging a mass 
arrival at Wittman Regional Airport, 

the process is routine for the organiz-
ers of “Cessnas 2 Oshkosh” but no less 
thrilling.

“This will be my 14th year and every 
year it’s goosebumps from takeoff to the 
moment you land,” said Gil Velez, a pedi-
atrician who flies his 2002 Cessna 172S 
Skyhawk SP from Caldwell, New Jersey 
to Juneau, Wisconsin on the Thursday 
prior to the Saturday mass arrival with 
his wife as co-pilot. “It’s just an amazing 
feeling. It’s very exciting to be leading 
this group into Oshkosh.”

Velez has participated in every Cess-
nas 2 Oshkosh organized, and he was 
invited in 2007 by Rodney Swanson 
and Craig Chipley to help them lead 
the all-volunteer effort. He also helps 
with formation flight training clinics 
and serves as one of the lead pilots dur-
ing arrival, which included a record 87 
Cessna aircraft last year.

“For me, the main appeal of the ar-
rival has shifted over the years,” said 
Velez, who started attending OSH when 
he purchased his airplane in 2003. 
“Initially it was the thrill of formation 

Cessnas 2 Oshkosh 2016.
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volunteer working with international 
visitors at the f ly-in convention, she 
knows that a trip to the middle of the 
United States is a one-time pilgrimage 
for some while others return often.

“As a volunteer and as a resident, 
‘Oshkosh’ means an incredible source 
of pride,” she said. “I can tell you that for 
thousands of people around the world, 
‘EAA’ and ‘AirVenture’ are secondary 
terms. Oshkosh is the aviation event 
of a lifetime, even for those who come 
every year.”

f lying. After doing the arrival a few 
times, it became clear in my mind that 
the Cessnas 2 Oshkosh mass arrival 
was exponentially safer than the main 
Ripon-Fisk arrival. Now and for the past 
10 years, the main appeal is the people. 
I’m involved in it because of the friends 
I’ve made over the years – to see them, 
talk to them and spend time together – 
and to make more friends.”

The group is one of several mass ar-
rivals that coordinate with EAA in order 
to tie down together in the North 40 
camping area. Bonanzas to Oshkosh 
started its mass arrivals in 1990 and 
regularly brings 120 aircraft. Velez said 
that group helped the Cessnas “take 
our first steps, and over the years have 
continued to support us in one of the 
best examples of aviation camaraderie 
that I’ve seen.”

The Volunteer
Oshkosh is special to Geoff L. Robi-

son because his first exposure to the 
fly-in came at a time when, as a young 
police officer in Indiana just back from 
serving overseas in the military, he 
hadn’t yet made many friends. He im-
mediately felt a sense of community 
when he volunteered on his first visit 
to OSH in 1983.

Robison will attend his 37th straight 
EAA convention this year and has 
volunteered in the vintage area ev-
ery year. Based in Auburn, Indiana, 
he owns a 1946 Piper Cub Special and 
a 1950 Cessna 170A, but he typically 
drives to Oshkosh. Through the years 
he’s worked many volunteer roles, 
and while serving as president of the 

Vintage Aircraft Association, he helped 
manage volunteer resources during the 
fly-in. Now he runs a cash register at 
Aeromart, where attendees can pur-
chase used and spare aircraft parts, and 
spends a few days coordinating tours 
on EAA’s B-17 Flying Fortress known 
as Aluminum Overcast.

Volunteerism at the fly-in led to lead-
ership positions within EAA’s board 
of directors and its Vintage Aircraft 
Association.

“I am now very rich in friendships 
that came to me through the EAA,” he 
said. “Being rich with friends doesn’t 
even begin to describe how fortunate 
I am because of these many unique 
opportunities EAA has provided to me 
over all these years of volunteering.”

The Resident
As a year-round resident, Michel  

Bryson is proud that her city is syn-
onymous with the largest aviation  
gathering in the world. As a 27-year 

Based on a 2017 University of 
Wisconsin Oshkosh economic impact 
study, the f ly-in brings $170 million 
for the five counties in the region. Ho-
tels, restaurants, retail stores and many 
other local businesses benefit.

Bryson started volunteering as 
a French interpreter in 1993, af-
ter graduating from college with a 
French degree. She became chair of 
International Visitors in 2004, coor-
dinating volunteer interpreters in the 
International Visitors Tent.

International visitors are not required 
to register their origin, but based on 
the record 2,714 guests who registered 
in 2018, 87 nations were represented 
including 538 from Canada, 386 from 
Australia and 277 from South Africa. 
Bryson said the tent becomes a commu-
nity within the event footprint, where 
volunteers return each July along with 
guests from around the globe who have 
become friends.

“It’s better than a family reunion – it’s 
a week long and much larger than just 

family,” she said. “My summer would 
not be complete without them.”

The Staffers
Jack Pelton and Rick Larsen are EAA 

staff members who first came to Osh-
kosh as kids with their families and 
today help coordinate the event that 
heavily influenced their interest and 
careers in aviation.

Larsen, the EAA vice president who 
also helps coordinate features and 

Geoff Robison has volunteered 
at Oshkosh since 1983.

Each year, Oshkosh resident Michel Bryson works with the fly-in’s  
hundreds of international visitors.
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But time is a limited resource.

Fractional ownership will put you in the cockpit of 
a new jet. For a set number of days, not hours, the 
HondaJet is yours. Speed, efficiency, and comfort 
are the rewards for this choice.

Your decisions have gotten you this far – would 
getting to your "Point B" faster and with less 
reliance on others work for you?

Jet It

Fractional ownership will put you in the cockpit of 
a new jet. For a set number of days, not hours, the 
HondaJet is yours. Speed, efficiency, and comfort 

Your decisions have gotten you this far – would 
getting to your "Point B" faster and with less 

In-de'-pen-dent:
Self-governing; also: not affiliated with a  
larger controlling unit/nor requiring or relying  
on something or someone else.

PRIVATE. FAST. SMART.

914.292.9888
GoJetIt.com

Email: info@gojetit.com
Greensboro, North Carolina

AFAF ST. T. T SMART.T.T

914.292.9888



14 • TWIN & TURBINE / July 2019

1970:  
Annual fly-in 
convention held 
in Oshkosh for  
the first time.

1976: John Moody,  
the father of the 
modern ultralight 
movement, displays  
his powered hang 
glider for the first time.

1983: New EAA Aviation 
Center dedicated, including 
the international headquar-
ters of EAA and the EAA 
Aviation Foundation, as  
well as the EAA Air  
Adventure Museum.

1984: First major public 
exhibition of Voyager,  
the unique aircraft that 
went on to circle the 
globe nonstop without 
refueling in 1986.

1985: British Airways’ 
Concorde supersonic  
jet makes its first 
appearance in  
the Midwest.

1992: First 
Young Eagles 
flights take place 
at the fly-in 
convention.

2003: Airbus makes its 
first appearance at 
OSH, bringing an 
A300-600ST Super 
Transporter, also known 
as an Airbus Beluga.

2005: SpaceShipOne, the 
world’s first successful 
civilian-built spaceship 
and winner of the $10 
million Ansari X Prize, 
exhibits with its carrier 
aircraft White Knight.

2009: Carrier aircraft 
WhiteKnightTwo lands at 
the fly-in convention for 
its public unveiling and 
the Airbus A380, the 
largest passenger 
airliner, makes its North 
American debut.

2012: Eagle Flights 
program makes its first 
flight during fly-in 
convention, launching 
EAA’s new program to get 
adults involved in aviation.

2014: U.S. Air 
Force Thunder-
birds fly at OSH 
for the first time.

2016: Pilot and actor 
Harrison Ford flies the 2 
millionth Young Eagles 
at AirVenture.

2017: U.S. Navy Blue Angels fly their full performance at OSH for the first 
time, Jeff Bezos brings the Blue Origin rocket booster and capsule and 
Marvel Comics legend Stan Lee donates the Aviore superhero to Young 
Eagles program.

EAA Fly-In Convention Milestones in Oshkosh

(Source: EAA)

attractions at the f ly-in, attended at 
least one event in Rockford with his 
family as a child and then came to  
Oshkosh two or three times a decade in 
the 1970s - 1990s. He went to work mar-
keting for airlines and continued the 
radio-controlled model aircraft hobby 
he started as a kid.

In the mid-1990s, he brought his 
youngest daughter Erica to Oshkosh be-
cause he thought she’d enjoy camping at 
Camp Scholler. They started coming ev-
ery year, and by the early 2000s their at-
tendance had inspired them. Rick built 
a Quicksilver kit plane then moved up 
to a Piper Cub in 2004, the year he came 
on staff at EAA. Erica went on to gradu-
ate from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical  
University in 2010 and is now a first 
officer with Delta Air Lines.

“There’s only one EAA, there’s only 
one event like this and we are all proud 

to be a part of something that has an im-
pact on getting and keeping people in-
volved in general aviation,” Larsen said. 
“From the staff side of the fence, along 
with volunteers, we realize that we’re 
all caretakers here to make sure we 
don’t lose what’s magic about this event.”

Pelton first flew to Oshkosh in 1978 
as a 19-year-old with his father in their 
Cessna 140A from Southern California, 
where they were members of 
EAA Chapter 1. They attended about 
every three years, then raising a family 
and building his career kept him away 
throughout the 1990s. When he joined 
Cessna Aircraft Company in 2000, he 
started attending on an annual basis. 
He was elected chairman of the board 
for EAA in 2012, the first elected from 
outside the organization’s founding 
Poberezny family, then in 2015 Pelton 
added the role of CEO.

“What makes Oshkosh special is 
the culture that’s been established, on 
purpose initially by Paul and it’s been 
continued by being engrained in the 
tradition over the years,” said Pelton, at-
tending his 20th consecutive fly-in this 
year. “Oshkosh is its own unique Disney 

EAA Vice President Rick Larsen and his daughter Erica, who was inspired by their  
years of attending Oshkosh and now flies for Delta Air Lines.

EAA CEO Jack Pelton with longtime 
volunteer Art Schwedler. Pelton first  
flew into Oshkosh in 1978 and joined  
EAA in 2012.
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MeLinda Schnyder is a writer and 
editor based in Wichita, Kansas. She 
writes most often about aviation, 
business and travel. She worked 12 
years in the corporate communica-
tions departments for Beechcraft and 
Cessna Aircraft Company. MeLinda 
can be reached at mvschnyder@
gmail.com.

EAA AirVenture  
Oshkosh 2018 by the Numbers

● Attendees:  
601,000 representing 87 nations.

● Volunteers: 5,000

● Total Aircraft: More than 10,000 aircraft arrived at  
Wittman Regional Airport in Oshkosh and other airports in  
east-central Wisconsin. 

● Total Show Planes: 2,979: 1,160 homebuilt, 1,094 vintage,  
377 warbirds, 185 ultralights and light-sport, 75 seaplanes,  
22 rotorcraft, 52 aerobatic and 14 hot air balloons.

● Commercial Exhibitors: 867

● Forums, Workshops and Presentations: 1,500 sessions  
attended by more than 75,000 people.

● Camping: More than 12,300 sites in aircraft and drive-in  
camping accounted for an estimated 40,000 visitors.

(Source: EAA)

environment with its own attributes: 
the congeniality, the cleanliness, how 
well organized it is, the 5,000 volunteers 
who show up every year to make sure 
it is a special place.”

He said preserving that culture 
is an honor.

“You’re walking in hallowed grounds 
among people who worked so hard to  
get it to where it is,” he said. “You  
respect that and at the same time, it still 
has enormous potential to grow and 
evolve as we go forward. That’s exhila-
rating, it’s challenging and it’s a lot more 
fun than anything else I’ve done in  
my career.”  
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1. Can you describe your current role and responsibilities with EAA?   
 As director of communications, my role is developing and distributing EAA’s messaging 

to external parties, which is a very long list. Along with our 220,000 members, there 
is the aviation media and community, but EAA’s wide reach also includes connecting 
with the non-flying public about EAA programs and activities such as AirVenture, 
Young Eagles and the EAA Aviation Museum. I assist every department at EAA 
headquarters with communications needs, and my role encompasses communications 
with the local community and state. 

EAA, unlike many D.C.-based aviation associations, is a highly visible organization to 
the public in Oshkosh and Wisconsin. For example, EAA AirVenture Oshkosh is one 
of Wisconsin’s biggest tourism events in visitor numbers and economic impact. I also 
coordinate the media at AirVenture, which means more than 900 media representatives 
from six continents as well as more than 75 news conferences and media events.

2. Can you provide a general overview of the timeline, team and moving 
parts behind the show each year? 

 Grab a chair because this might take a while. There is never a start or finish to the 
AirVenture timeline. As soon as one year’s event concludes, we’re already planning the 
next year. Sometimes we’re working two or three years ahead. As a general rule, around 
June 1 each year, there is no more planning – we move to full execution mode. 

 The more than 5,000 volunteers at AirVenture each year are what Jack Pelton calls the 
“secret sauce” – they make it happen. We need every one of them for this event to work. 
You get some idea of all the moving parts involved when you consider all that occurs 
within one week at Oshkosh when we host the world’s largest fly-in, one of the biggest 
annual aviation trade shows with more than 800 exhibitors, nine air shows, a $2 million-
plus fundraising event, an educational conference with more than 1,000 seminars and 
workshops and a campground with 40,000 people.

3. This month, EAA celebrates 50 years of AirVenture in Oshkosh. How has 
the show evolved since 1970? How has it remained the same?  

 Like anything else that has been around for 50-plus years, it must constantly evolve. 
AirVenture has become a magnet for all things aviation. The growth seen in the 1980s 

WHO:  

Dick Knapinski
POSITION:  
EAA Director  
of Communications

HOME BASE:  
Oshkosh, Wisconsin

RATINGS:  
Private Pilot Certificate

Five on the Fly by Rebecca Groom Jacobs
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and 1990s when aircraft such as Concorde, 747s, and 
SpaceShipOne came here, propelled Oshkosh into an 
expanded role. Much of that evolution developed from 
EAA-member and other feedback. 

 That being said, there are still many things that are 
the same as when I first came in 1978. You can make 
Oshkosh as big or as small as you want. I know of people 
who spend their entire week in the homebuilt area, or 
the forums, or the ultralight area, or the seaplane base. 
Others come and try to see as much as they can in a 
week. There is also the spirit of EAA and community 
that continues as to when Paul Poberezny put it in place 
more than 65 years ago. He often said that we welcomed 
everyone and asked those who wanted limits, “Who do we 
tell that they are not welcome? Who do we tell that they 
should just stay home?”

4. Many people solely associate EAA with 
AirVenture – what other projects and initiatives 
are at the forefront of the organization?  

 AirVenture is very much the personification of what EAA 
is on a year-round basis, so it runs across the aviation 
spectrum. One of aviation’s biggest challenges to drawing 
more people to flying. The Young Eagles program has 
already flown more than 2.1 million kids since 1992, 
and that has expanded to many next-step programs 
for those kids who receive flights. Related to that is 

the Eagle Flights program to mentor adults interested 
in learning to fly by connecting them with our local 
chapters. And there’s much more to come as EAA is 
positioned to reach people in many ways.

 Our advocacy team is involved in breaking down 
barriers to flight, whether that’s in aircraft and pilot 
certification, or areas such as fuels and safety. There are 
the year-round tours by our airplanes such as the B-17 
and Ford Tri-Motor. And as the EAA Aviation Museum 
is the year-round home for the organization, how can we 
make that an even more inviting and inspiring place to 
engage people in aviation? These are all areas where EAA 
is involved.

5. What are some of the highlights in store for 
EAA AirVenture 2019?

 There is plenty planned such as the 50th anniversary of 
Apollo 11, the Boeing 747 celebrated this year, the 75th 
anniversary of D-Day or the emergence of the Urban Air 
Mobility showcase. Those are all outlined on the EAA 
website prior to the event. Those major events are great, 
but we know that each area has its own highlights and 
moments that will move people. Each person who comes 
to Oshkosh comes with unique expectations and leaves 
with memories connected to their personal experiences. 
Paul also said many times that you come to Oshkosh for 
the airplanes, but you come back for the people. 

Select AirpartsPreferred Airparts LLC
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Great Getaways:  
Telluride, Colorado 
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF RYAN BONNEAU
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Telluride, famously known for its 
world-class skiing, is also a great option 
for a weekend or weeklong trip during 
the mid to late summer months. Situ-
ated in the western San Juan Mountains 
of the Rocky Mountain Range, Tellu-
ride’s natural, mountainous backdrop 
is both picturesque and chock-full of 
outdoor activities. 

Activities and Amenities
Visit Telluride, the official Telluride 

tourism group (www.visittelluride.com), 
paints a picture for the small Coloradan 
town that many have previously only 
associated as a winter destination. They 
list several popular activities includ-
ing hiking, camping, fly fishing, river 
sports (ex. kayaking), 4x4 off-roading, 
golfing, rock climbing, running, pic-
nicking and paragliding. 

Telluride’s unique location, climate 
and history also make it a favorite 
gathering spot for festivals, with the 
town welcoming thousands of visi-
tors from across the world. Many of 

the festivals are long-standing, with 
some held 30-plus years. These events 
range from art, food, music and include 
the Bluegrass Festival, Jazz Festival, 
Mushroom Festival, Telluride Film 
Festival and many more. 

Foremost an outdoor recreation and 
events city, Telluride has a permanent 
vibrant arts and culture scene, pre-
dominately within the Telluride Arts 
District. This area is home to more than 
a dozen theatres, galleries and even a 
school for the arts where people can 
learn to hone their art-related talents.

The downtown area is home to a 
vibrant food and drink scene. Many 
of Telluride’s restaurants are highly 
rated, with some of the country’s top 
chefs calling the area home. The eater-
ies are so acclaimed that Conde Nest 
readers ranked Telluride as a “Top 20 
American Town for Foodies” and Fodor 
ranked it in their Top 10. Just about all 
fares are offered from Middle Eastern, 
Italian, Mexican and French cuisines. 
While most restaurants within the town 

are open year-round, it is important to 
note that some may be closed during 
the off-season.

Visit Telluride also notes that Tellu-
ride is “a town known for playing hard, 
and that doesn’t stop when the sun goes 
down.” The city’s upbeat atmosphere 
continues well into the night with its 
many bars and live music venues, mak-
ing for unforgettable experiences for 
residents and visitors alike. And when 
it’s time to turn in, accommodations are 
plentiful with visitors able to take in the 
landscape’s natural beauty from resort-
style hotels, tents at a local campground 
or one of the many cabin lodges.

Flying into Telluride
Flying into Telluride Regional (TEX) 

is an exciting adventure in itself. 
Brannan Johnson, a former air show 
pilot, has visited the airport several 
times and highly recommends the ex-
perience to other pilots.

- Continued on page 22

Luma Technologies LLC
Hillaero Modification 

Center
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House Ad

Full Page
4/C Ad

The Worldwide General Aviation & Business Aviation Markets
owner/operators and chief pilots of these aircraft ALL RECEIVE Twin &Turbine every month

Do you want your marketing message 
to reach these key decision makers? 
It will when you advertise in Twin & Turbine

TOTAL MARKET COVERAGE

Jets – 15,487
Chief Pilots & Owners

 Count  Aircraft

 55 AIRBUS ACJ319
 25 ASTRA 1125
 31 ASTRA 1125SP
 51 ASTRA 1125SPX
 36 BEECHJET 400
 238 BEECHJET 400A
 124 BOEING BBJ
 371 CHALLENGER 300
 55 CHALLENGER 600
 38 CHALLENGER 601-1A
 109 CHALLENGER 601-3A
 51 CHALLENGER 601-3R
 289 CHALLENGER 604
 9 CHALLENGER 800
 166 CITATION 500
 285 CITATION 525
 266 CITATION BRAVO
 153 CITATION CJ1
 85 CITATION CJ1+
 194 CITATION CJ2
 163 CITATION CJ2+
 357 CITATION CJ3
 92 CITATION CJ3+
 240 CITATION CJ4
 152 CITATION ENCORE
 50 CITATION ENCORE+
 297 CITATION EXCEL
 18 CITATION I
 242 CITATION I/SP
 451 CITATION II
 58 CITATION II/SP
 161 CITATION III
 64 CITATION LATITUDE
 171 CITATION M2
 381 CITATION MUSTANG
 125 CITATION S/II
 256 CITATION SOVEREIGN
 68 CITATION SOVEREIGN+
 241 CITATION ULTRA

 236 CITATION V
 28 CITATION VI
 97 CITATION VII
 255 CITATION X
 25 CITATION X+
 212 CITATION XLS
 209 CITATION XLS+
 1 DIAMOND I
 42 DIAMOND IA
 3 DORNIER ENVOY 3
 232 ECLIPSE EA500
 52 EMBRAER LEGACY 500
 135 EMBRAER LEGACY 600
 58 EMBRAER LEGACY 650
 232 EMBRAER PHENOM 100
 261 EMBRAER PHENOM 300
 75 FALCON 10
 21 FALCON 100
 19 FALCON 200
 186 FALCON 2000
 21 FALCON 2000EX
 58 FALCON 20C
 15 FALCON 20C-5
 23 FALCON 20D
 2 FALCON 20D-5
 31 FALCON 20E
 9 FALCON 20E-5
 68 FALCON 20F
 64 FALCON 20F-5
 194 FALCON 50
 8 FALCON 50-40
 91 FALCON 50EX
 153 FALCON 900
 23 FALCON 900C
 102 FALCON 900EX
 180 GLOBAL 5000
 127 GLOBAL EXPRESS
 19 GULFSTREAM G-100
 206 GULFSTREAM G-200
 8 GULFSTREAM G-300
 22 GULFSTREAM G-400
 283 GULFSTREAM G-450
 7 GULFSTREAM G-500
 471 GULFSTREAM G-550

 62 GULFSTREAM G-II
 22 GULFSTREAM G-IIB
 128 GULFSTREAM G-III
 170 GULFSTREAM G-IV
 283 GULFSTREAM G-IVSP
 170 GULFSTREAM G-V
 34 HAWKER 1000A
 5 HAWKER 125-1A
 7 HAWKER 125-1AS
 4 HAWKER 125-3A/RA
 11 HAWKER 125-400A
 13 HAWKER 125-400AS
 12 HAWKER 125-400B
 11 HAWKER 125-600A
 3 HAWKER 125-600AS
 103 HAWKER 125-700A
 59 HAWKER 4000
 187 HAWKER 400XP
 34 HAWKER 750
 180 HAWKER 800A
 33 HAWKER 800B
 353 HAWKER 800XP
 40 HAWKER 800XPI
 81 HAWKER 850XP
 155 HAWKER 900XP
 6 JET COMMANDER 1121
 4 JET COMMANDER 1121B
 1 JETSTAR 6
 5 JETSTAR 731
 12 JETSTAR II
 8 LEARJET 23
 17 LEARJET 24
 1 LEARJET 24A
 11 LEARJET 24B
 34 LEARJET 24D
 10 LEARJET 24E
 7 LEARJET 24F
 11 LEARJET 25
 36 LEARJET 25B
 9 LEARJET 25C
 92 LEARJET 25D
 3 LEARJET 28
 28 LEARJET 31
 167 LEARJET 31A

 33 LEARJET 35
 352 LEARJET 35A
 13 LEARJET 36
 32 LEARJET 36A
 30 LEARJET 40
 192 LEARJET 45
 166 LEARJET 45XR
 100 LEARJET 55
 4 LEARJET 55B
 12 LEARJET 55C
 256 LEARJET 60
 467 PILATUS PC-12/45
 110 PREMIER I
 6 SABRELINER 40
 17 SABRELINER 40A
 3 SABRELINER 40EL
 1 SABRELINER 40R
 21 SABRELINER 60
 18 SABRELINER 60ELXM
 2 SABRELINER 60EX
 62 SABRELINER 65
 13 SABRELINER 80
 6 SABRELINER 80SC
 71 WESTWIND 1
 5 WESTWIND 1123
 29 WESTWIND 1124
 62 WESTWIND 2 

Turboprops – 11,093
Chief Pilots & Owners

 Count  Aircraft

 2 PIPER MALIBU
 362 CARAVAN 208
 1206 CARAVAN 208B
 2 CARAVAN II
 33 CHEYENNE 400
 137 CHEYENNE I
 13 CHEYENNE IA
 262 CHEYENNE II
 57 CHEYENNE III
 38 CHEYENNE IIIA
 51 CHEYENNE IIXL
 22 CHEYENNE IV

 179 CONQUEST I
 249 CONQUEST II
 45 JETSTREAM 31
 60 JETSTREAM 32
 61 JETSTREAM 41
 30 KING AIR 100
 514 KING AIR 200
 20 KING AIR 200C
 17 KING AIR 200T
 153 KING AIR 250
 177 KING AIR 300
 11 KING AIR 300LW
 558 KING AIR 350
 61 KING AIR 350C
 314 KING AIR 350I
 19 KING AIR 90
 11 KING AIR A/B90
 58 KING AIR A100
 210 KING AIR A200
 54 KING AIR A90
 106 KING AIR A90-1
 93 KING AIR B100
 886 KING AIR B200
 100 KING AIR B200C
 8 KING AIR B200CT
 95 KING AIR B200GT
 4 KING AIR B200SE
 21 KING AIR B200T
 79 KING AIR B90
 332 KING AIR C90
 34 KING AIR C90-1
 188 KING AIR C90A
 369 KING AIR C90B
 78 KING AIR C90GT
 93 KING AIR C90GTI
 119 KING AIR C90GTX
 13 KING AIR C90SE
 242 KING AIR E90
 155 KING AIR F90
 25 KING AIR F90-1
 8 MERLIN 300

 25 MERLIN IIB
 19 MERLIN III
 26 MERLIN IIIA
 47 MERLIN IIIB
 19 MERLIN IIIC
 4 MERLIN IV
 9 MERLIN IV-A
 8 MERLIN IV-C
 63 MITSUBISHI MARQUISE
 1 MITSUBISHI MU-2D
 23 MITSUBISHI MU-2F
 18 MITSUBISHI MU-2J
 33 MITSUBISHI MU-2K
 11 MITSUBISHI MU-2L
 18 MITSUBISHI MU-2M
 17 MITSUBISHI MU-2N
 24 MITSUBISHI MU-2P
 36 MITSUBISHI SOLITAIRE
 567 PILATUS PC-12 NG
 149 PILATUS PC-12/47
 228 PIPER JETPROP
 46 PIPER M500
 59 PIPER M600
 481 PIPER MERIDIAN
 3 ROCKWELL 680T TURBO
 5 ROCKWELL 680V TURBO II
 5 ROCKWELL 680W TURBO II
 4 ROCKWELL 681 HAWK
 98 SOCATA TBM-700A
 68 SOCATA TBM-700B
 292 SOCATA TBM-850
 102 SOCATA TBM-900
 5 STARSHIP 2000A
 70 TURBO COMMANDER 1000
 38 TURBO COMMANDER 690
 140 TURBO COMMANDER 690A
 139 TURBO COMMANDER 690B
 79 TURBO COMMANDER 840
 24 TURBO COMMANDER 900
 56 TURBO COMMANDER 980

Twin Piston – 6,507
Owners

 Count  Aircraft

   37 BARON 56 TC
 1433 BARON 58
 2 BARON 58 PA
 345 BARON 58P
 108 BARON 58TC
 3 BARON A56TC
 321 BARON G58
 188 BEECH DUKE B60
 162 CESSNA 340
 520 CESSNA 340A
 70 CESSNA 402B  
  BUSINESS LINER
 133 CESSNA 402C
 24 CESSNA 404 TITAN
 247 CESSNA 414
 357 CESSNA 414A  
  CHANCELLOR
 43 CESSNA 421
 38 CESSNA 421A
 335 CESSNA 421B
 607 CESSNA 421C
 53 CESSNA T303
 106 PIPER 601P AEROSTAR
 24 PIPER 602P AEROSTAR
 442 PIPER CHIEFTAIN
 314 PIPER MERIDIAN
 25 PIPER MOJAVE
 315 PIPER NAVAJO
 13 ROCKWELL 500 SHRIKE
 24 ROCKWELL 500A SHRIKE
 77 ROCKWELL 500B SHRIKE
 44 ROCKWELL 500S SHRIKE
 5 ROCKWELL 500U SHRIKE
 12 ROCKWELL 520  
  COMMANDER
 5 ROCKWELL 560  

  COMMANDER
 11 ROCKWELL 560A 
  COMMANDER
 7 ROCKWELL 560E 
  COMMANDER
 7 ROCKWELL 560F  
  COMMANDER
 13 ROCKWELL 680 SUPER
 3 ROCKWELL 680E
 14 ROCKWELL 680F  
  COMMANDER
 14 ROCKWELL 680FL  
  GRAND COMMANDER
 6 ROCKWELL 680FLP  
  GRAND LINER

High Performance 
Move-Up Singles – 

5,668
Owners

 Count  Aircraft

 225 BEECH BONANZA
 429 CESSNA 182
 54 CESSNA 206
 393 CESSNA P210N
 21 CESSNA P210R
 52 CESSNA T182
 1 CESSNA T206
 782 CIRRUS SR20
 2920 CIRRUS SR22
 238 PIPER MALIBU
 104 PIPER MATRIX
 449 PIPER MIRAGE

38,755 
TOTAL AIRCRAFT

John Shoemaker, Advertising Director 
2779 Aero Park Drive • P.O. Box 968 • Traverse City, MI 49685-0968 
(800) 773-7798 • (231) 946-3712 • Fax: (231) 946-9588 
E-mail: johns@villagepress.com • www.twinandturbine.com
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House Ad

Full Page
4/C Ad

The Worldwide General Aviation & Business Aviation Markets
owner/operators and chief pilots of these aircraft ALL RECEIVE Twin &Turbine every month

Do you want your marketing message 
to reach these key decision makers? 
It will when you advertise in Twin & Turbine

TOTAL MARKET COVERAGE

Jets – 15,487
Chief Pilots & Owners

 Count  Aircraft

 55 AIRBUS ACJ319
 25 ASTRA 1125
 31 ASTRA 1125SP
 51 ASTRA 1125SPX
 36 BEECHJET 400
 238 BEECHJET 400A
 124 BOEING BBJ
 371 CHALLENGER 300
 55 CHALLENGER 600
 38 CHALLENGER 601-1A
 109 CHALLENGER 601-3A
 51 CHALLENGER 601-3R
 289 CHALLENGER 604
 9 CHALLENGER 800
 166 CITATION 500
 285 CITATION 525
 266 CITATION BRAVO
 153 CITATION CJ1
 85 CITATION CJ1+
 194 CITATION CJ2
 163 CITATION CJ2+
 357 CITATION CJ3
 92 CITATION CJ3+
 240 CITATION CJ4
 152 CITATION ENCORE
 50 CITATION ENCORE+
 297 CITATION EXCEL
 18 CITATION I
 242 CITATION I/SP
 451 CITATION II
 58 CITATION II/SP
 161 CITATION III
 64 CITATION LATITUDE
 171 CITATION M2
 381 CITATION MUSTANG
 125 CITATION S/II
 256 CITATION SOVEREIGN
 68 CITATION SOVEREIGN+
 241 CITATION ULTRA

 236 CITATION V
 28 CITATION VI
 97 CITATION VII
 255 CITATION X
 25 CITATION X+
 212 CITATION XLS
 209 CITATION XLS+
 1 DIAMOND I
 42 DIAMOND IA
 3 DORNIER ENVOY 3
 232 ECLIPSE EA500
 52 EMBRAER LEGACY 500
 135 EMBRAER LEGACY 600
 58 EMBRAER LEGACY 650
 232 EMBRAER PHENOM 100
 261 EMBRAER PHENOM 300
 75 FALCON 10
 21 FALCON 100
 19 FALCON 200
 186 FALCON 2000
 21 FALCON 2000EX
 58 FALCON 20C
 15 FALCON 20C-5
 23 FALCON 20D
 2 FALCON 20D-5
 31 FALCON 20E
 9 FALCON 20E-5
 68 FALCON 20F
 64 FALCON 20F-5
 194 FALCON 50
 8 FALCON 50-40
 91 FALCON 50EX
 153 FALCON 900
 23 FALCON 900C
 102 FALCON 900EX
 180 GLOBAL 5000
 127 GLOBAL EXPRESS
 19 GULFSTREAM G-100
 206 GULFSTREAM G-200
 8 GULFSTREAM G-300
 22 GULFSTREAM G-400
 283 GULFSTREAM G-450
 7 GULFSTREAM G-500
 471 GULFSTREAM G-550

 62 GULFSTREAM G-II
 22 GULFSTREAM G-IIB
 128 GULFSTREAM G-III
 170 GULFSTREAM G-IV
 283 GULFSTREAM G-IVSP
 170 GULFSTREAM G-V
 34 HAWKER 1000A
 5 HAWKER 125-1A
 7 HAWKER 125-1AS
 4 HAWKER 125-3A/RA
 11 HAWKER 125-400A
 13 HAWKER 125-400AS
 12 HAWKER 125-400B
 11 HAWKER 125-600A
 3 HAWKER 125-600AS
 103 HAWKER 125-700A
 59 HAWKER 4000
 187 HAWKER 400XP
 34 HAWKER 750
 180 HAWKER 800A
 33 HAWKER 800B
 353 HAWKER 800XP
 40 HAWKER 800XPI
 81 HAWKER 850XP
 155 HAWKER 900XP
 6 JET COMMANDER 1121
 4 JET COMMANDER 1121B
 1 JETSTAR 6
 5 JETSTAR 731
 12 JETSTAR II
 8 LEARJET 23
 17 LEARJET 24
 1 LEARJET 24A
 11 LEARJET 24B
 34 LEARJET 24D
 10 LEARJET 24E
 7 LEARJET 24F
 11 LEARJET 25
 36 LEARJET 25B
 9 LEARJET 25C
 92 LEARJET 25D
 3 LEARJET 28
 28 LEARJET 31
 167 LEARJET 31A

 33 LEARJET 35
 352 LEARJET 35A
 13 LEARJET 36
 32 LEARJET 36A
 30 LEARJET 40
 192 LEARJET 45
 166 LEARJET 45XR
 100 LEARJET 55
 4 LEARJET 55B
 12 LEARJET 55C
 256 LEARJET 60
 467 PILATUS PC-12/45
 110 PREMIER I
 6 SABRELINER 40
 17 SABRELINER 40A
 3 SABRELINER 40EL
 1 SABRELINER 40R
 21 SABRELINER 60
 18 SABRELINER 60ELXM
 2 SABRELINER 60EX
 62 SABRELINER 65
 13 SABRELINER 80
 6 SABRELINER 80SC
 71 WESTWIND 1
 5 WESTWIND 1123
 29 WESTWIND 1124
 62 WESTWIND 2 

Turboprops – 11,093
Chief Pilots & Owners

 Count  Aircraft

 2 PIPER MALIBU
 362 CARAVAN 208
 1206 CARAVAN 208B
 2 CARAVAN II
 33 CHEYENNE 400
 137 CHEYENNE I
 13 CHEYENNE IA
 262 CHEYENNE II
 57 CHEYENNE III
 38 CHEYENNE IIIA
 51 CHEYENNE IIXL
 22 CHEYENNE IV

 179 CONQUEST I
 249 CONQUEST II
 45 JETSTREAM 31
 60 JETSTREAM 32
 61 JETSTREAM 41
 30 KING AIR 100
 514 KING AIR 200
 20 KING AIR 200C
 17 KING AIR 200T
 153 KING AIR 250
 177 KING AIR 300
 11 KING AIR 300LW
 558 KING AIR 350
 61 KING AIR 350C
 314 KING AIR 350I
 19 KING AIR 90
 11 KING AIR A/B90
 58 KING AIR A100
 210 KING AIR A200
 54 KING AIR A90
 106 KING AIR A90-1
 93 KING AIR B100
 886 KING AIR B200
 100 KING AIR B200C
 8 KING AIR B200CT
 95 KING AIR B200GT
 4 KING AIR B200SE
 21 KING AIR B200T
 79 KING AIR B90
 332 KING AIR C90
 34 KING AIR C90-1
 188 KING AIR C90A
 369 KING AIR C90B
 78 KING AIR C90GT
 93 KING AIR C90GTI
 119 KING AIR C90GTX
 13 KING AIR C90SE
 242 KING AIR E90
 155 KING AIR F90
 25 KING AIR F90-1
 8 MERLIN 300

 25 MERLIN IIB
 19 MERLIN III
 26 MERLIN IIIA
 47 MERLIN IIIB
 19 MERLIN IIIC
 4 MERLIN IV
 9 MERLIN IV-A
 8 MERLIN IV-C
 63 MITSUBISHI MARQUISE
 1 MITSUBISHI MU-2D
 23 MITSUBISHI MU-2F
 18 MITSUBISHI MU-2J
 33 MITSUBISHI MU-2K
 11 MITSUBISHI MU-2L
 18 MITSUBISHI MU-2M
 17 MITSUBISHI MU-2N
 24 MITSUBISHI MU-2P
 36 MITSUBISHI SOLITAIRE
 567 PILATUS PC-12 NG
 149 PILATUS PC-12/47
 228 PIPER JETPROP
 46 PIPER M500
 59 PIPER M600
 481 PIPER MERIDIAN
 3 ROCKWELL 680T TURBO
 5 ROCKWELL 680V TURBO II
 5 ROCKWELL 680W TURBO II
 4 ROCKWELL 681 HAWK
 98 SOCATA TBM-700A
 68 SOCATA TBM-700B
 292 SOCATA TBM-850
 102 SOCATA TBM-900
 5 STARSHIP 2000A
 70 TURBO COMMANDER 1000
 38 TURBO COMMANDER 690
 140 TURBO COMMANDER 690A
 139 TURBO COMMANDER 690B
 79 TURBO COMMANDER 840
 24 TURBO COMMANDER 900
 56 TURBO COMMANDER 980

Twin Piston – 6,507
Owners

 Count  Aircraft

   37 BARON 56 TC
 1433 BARON 58
 2 BARON 58 PA
 345 BARON 58P
 108 BARON 58TC
 3 BARON A56TC
 321 BARON G58
 188 BEECH DUKE B60
 162 CESSNA 340
 520 CESSNA 340A
 70 CESSNA 402B  
  BUSINESS LINER
 133 CESSNA 402C
 24 CESSNA 404 TITAN
 247 CESSNA 414
 357 CESSNA 414A  
  CHANCELLOR
 43 CESSNA 421
 38 CESSNA 421A
 335 CESSNA 421B
 607 CESSNA 421C
 53 CESSNA T303
 106 PIPER 601P AEROSTAR
 24 PIPER 602P AEROSTAR
 442 PIPER CHIEFTAIN
 314 PIPER MERIDIAN
 25 PIPER MOJAVE
 315 PIPER NAVAJO
 13 ROCKWELL 500 SHRIKE
 24 ROCKWELL 500A SHRIKE
 77 ROCKWELL 500B SHRIKE
 44 ROCKWELL 500S SHRIKE
 5 ROCKWELL 500U SHRIKE
 12 ROCKWELL 520  
  COMMANDER
 5 ROCKWELL 560  

  COMMANDER
 11 ROCKWELL 560A 
  COMMANDER
 7 ROCKWELL 560E 
  COMMANDER
 7 ROCKWELL 560F  
  COMMANDER
 13 ROCKWELL 680 SUPER
 3 ROCKWELL 680E
 14 ROCKWELL 680F  
  COMMANDER
 14 ROCKWELL 680FL  
  GRAND COMMANDER
 6 ROCKWELL 680FLP  
  GRAND LINER

High Performance 
Move-Up Singles – 

5,668
Owners

 Count  Aircraft

 225 BEECH BONANZA
 429 CESSNA 182
 54 CESSNA 206
 393 CESSNA P210N
 21 CESSNA P210R
 52 CESSNA T182
 1 CESSNA T206
 782 CIRRUS SR20
 2920 CIRRUS SR22
 238 PIPER MALIBU
 104 PIPER MATRIX
 449 PIPER MIRAGE

38,755 
TOTAL AIRCRAFT

John Shoemaker, Advertising Director 
2779 Aero Park Drive • P.O. Box 968 • Traverse City, MI 49685-0968 
(800) 773-7798 • (231) 946-3712 • Fax: (231) 946-9588 
E-mail: johns@villagepress.com • www.twinandturbine.com

P
A

U
L 

B
O

W
E

N
 P

H
O

TO
G

R
A

P
H

Y



22 • TWIN & TURBINE / July 2019

“This is truly a bucket list airport to 
fly in and out of,” said Johnson. “It is 
one of the best mountain airport towns 
on the planet. And with the town being 
difficult to reach by car, f lying simply 
makes sense.”

Situated on a cliff, making it “similar 
to landing on an aircraft carrier,” the 
airport is a challenging yet rewarding 
one to land. Acclaimed the highest com-
mercial airport in the United States at 
9,070 feet above sea level, it is likely that 
many pilots have heard others’ stories 
about landing at TEX. 

The single runway, 9/27, offers in-
strument approach procedures and 
stretches 7,111 feet by 100 feet. While 
twin and turbine aircraft can operate 
in and out of the airport, the elevation 
and surrounding terrain add complex-
ity to the landing operations, includ-
ing turbulence due to the proximity of 
nearby mountains. 

But first-timers can find numerous 
sources (ex. www.tellurideairport.com)
and videos online describing the ar-
rival in detail and steps to take for safe 
mountain flying. These sources are a 
beneficial tool for operators preparing 
to fly into what is regarded by many 
as one of America’s most beautiful air-
ports and enjoyable small towns.  

Teledyne Battery

Grant Boyd is a recent MBA grad-
uate of Wichita State University. 
A private pilot, Boyd is currently 
working toward his instrument 
rating, with the ultimate goal of 
combining his love of business and 
aviation with a career at a general 
aviation manufacturer. You can 
contact Grant at grantboyd2015@
gmail.com.

Rocky Mountain Propellers

ASE
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by Thomas P. Turner

The Newest 
Bonanza and Baron  

PHOTO COURTESY OF TEXTRON AVIATION

O
n a rainy Sun ‘n Fun morning, I met with Tina Walser of Textron Aviation communications 

and Alex Chisolm, a factory-direct Bonanza/Baron salesman based near Washington, D.C. We 

looked at the latest versions of the Beechcraft Bonanza G36 and Baron G58 on display among 

the piston Cessnas, Caravans, King Airs and Citation M2. Although numerically eclipsed by 

the Cessna side of the company’s offerings, the Bonanza and Baron stand out in the Textron Aviation product 

line and sat at the very front of the display.
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The Beech Bonanza is in its 72nd year 
of continuous production – an all-time 
record for aircraft – while the Baron 
celebrates its 58th year of production this 
year. Supremely designed and proven 
aircraft, they are nonetheless continu-
ally refined and updated even today. I’ve 
personally flown and taught in these 
fine aircraft for nearly 30 years, so I 
asked Tina and Alex, “What’s new for 
the Bonanza and Baron?” Here’s what 
I learned.

Avionics
The latest feature for both the Bo-

nanza and the Baron is the enhanced 
Garmin G1000 NXi, which adds full-
time, automatic envelope protection to 
the fully integrated GFC700 autopilot. 
According to the Garmin website, the 
Electronic Stability and Protection (ESP) 
system is a safeguard that assists the 
pilot in maintaining safe, stable flight 
when hand-flying the aircraft. It con-
stantly monitors the aircraft’s f light 
condition, even when the autopilot is 
not engaged, and applies a control force 
toward stable flight whenever pitch or 

roll deviations exceed recommended 
limits. ESP also recognizes when the air-
plane is flying more slowly (underspeed) 
or faster (overspeed) than under normal 
conditions – such as a stall or spiral – and 
it makes appropriate adjustments to the 
controls. If the pilot does not respond 
sufficiently over time and ESP has been 
activated for a specified period of time 
– such as in the event of pilot distrac-
tion or incapacitation – the autopilot 
will engage with the flight director in 
“level” mode to return the aircraft to 
wings-level flight without overstressing 
the aircraft. ESP can be disabled by the 
pilot who wishes to intentionally exceed 
activation parameters. 

I haven’t yet had the opportunity to 
fly the new G1000 NXi, but I do fly an 
A36 Bonanza with Garmin’s GFC 600 
autopilot with ESP. It activates when 
the bank angle exceeds 35 degrees, the 
pitch exceeds 20 degrees up or 15 degrees 
down, or the airspeed nears VSO or VNE. 
If I try to fly a steep turn, for example, 
the controls grow increasingly heavier 
as I enter the turn, nudging me back 

Turbines, Inc.

Upgrading the  
G-Models

The G36 and G58 introduced the 
popular Garmin G1000 flight deck to 
Beechcraft in 2005. Very soon after-
ward, the GFC700 digital autopilot was 
added for an extremely smooth and 
accurate integrated autoflight function. 
Wide Area Augmentation System 
(WAAS) navigation was introduced a 
few years later, and Hawker Beechcraft 
Corporation (now part of Textron Avia-
tion) made WAAS available as a retro-
fit kit for earlier G1000 airplanes. Instal-
lation of the second-generation G1000 
NXi that includes fully integrated ADS-
B In and Out began in July 2017. As 
of this writing in April of 2019, FAA 
approval of an STC to upgrade all 
G1000s to NXi, and a simpler kit to 
provide WAAS-capable non-NXi G1000 
and low-cost ADS-B Out solution, are 
both imminent.
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toward a shallower bank. If I fight ESP 
and continue, it will shortly seize control 
and activate the autopilot in heading 
and altitude mode. Similarly, when I 
practice stalls, it will begin to nudge 
the nose downward as I increase the 
angle of attack and speed decreases. If 
I persist, it will again take control in the 
autopilot’s level mode. These protections 
are designed to prevent Loss of Control 
– Inflight, the most common fatal ac-
cident scenario. That protection is now 
available in factory-new G36s and G58s.

Interior
Another recent update to the Beech 

piston airplanes is a series of changes to 
the cabin interior that provide improved 
comfort including a sleeker, stowable 
writing desk in the aft cabin, and about 
one-inch greater elbow room. My impres-
sion is that the seats are a little plusher 
than in recent years, while still appear-
ing taut, businesslike and sharp. 

Buyers
I asked sales rep Alex who he sees 

as the most common G36 buyer. Alex 

G36, G58, Citation M2 – a common 
pathway among new Beechcraft owners.

Paul Bowen Photography

says some pilots move to the G36 from 
a Cirrus or older Bonanza. But most 
frequently, in his experience, it’s a rela-
tively new pilot who previously pur-
chased a new Cessna 182 and returned to 
Textron Aviation to buy a new Bonanza. 
Most buyers, especially those who pre-
viously owned a Cirrus, are ultimately 
aiming for a Citation M2 jet. The most 
common new G58 purchaser, Alex told 
me, is that same Citation-bound pilot 
wanting to get some piston twin time 

or corporate flight departments want-
ing a short-haul or backup airplane to 
augment one or more jets in a fleet. Still, 
some buyers are buying the G58 and G36 
to be the last airplane they’ll ever own. 

Why does Textron Aviation continue 
to produce these airplanes? “Because 
of the enthusiasm of Beech owners,” 
said Alex. He should know as he was 
brought up in a Beech family, with his 
father selling Bonanzas and Barons for 
35 years. The airframes are refined to 
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Thomas P. Turner is an ATP 
CFII/MEI, holds a master's Degree in  
Aviation Safety, and was the 2010 
National FAA Safety Team Repre-
sentative of the Year.Subscribe to 
Tom’s free FLYING LESSONS Weekly  
e-newsletter at www.mastery-flight-
training.com.

Bright, clean lines of the latest G36 panel 
featuring the latest G1000 NXi.

their ultimate, he said, and although 
newer designs have entered the high-end 
piston market, the Bonanza and Baron 
are “still relevant” and continue to enjoy 
“tremendous public support.”

Pricing
The standard list price for the 2019 

G36 is $914,000 plus options. Climate con-
trol (air conditioning) is standard while 
options include synthetic vision, active 
traffic and Sirius XM weather. Iridium 

is also an option for weather uplinks 
outside the United States and provides 
inflight voice and text communications 
in the U.S. and around the world.

Standard list price for the 2019 G58 
is $1.486 million plus options, includ-
ing all those for the G36 plus a ground 
suppression and turbulence detection 
radar enhancement. Climate control 
is also standard in the Baron G58. Ad-
ditionally, Textron Aviation’s in-house 
Bonanza/Baron transition training and 

a subscription to Garmin Pilot come 
with the purchase of a new G36 or G58.

Summary
Now approaching 15 years in pro-

duction, the “G” series Bonanza and 
Baron represent a substantial percent-
age of Beech production history. Firmly 
rooted in the Beechcraft lineage, the 
G36 Bonanza and G58 Baron remain 
many pilots’ first choice as the last 
airplane they’ll ever own, and for oth-
ers, it is a logical and desirable step 
along the way to their ultimate goal. 
All owners enjoy an airplane that is 
factory supported and continually re-
fined to include the latest amenities and  
safety enhancements.   

Covington Aircraft Engines
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T
he King Air is one of the most iconic, useful and well-engineered airplanes in aviation history. 

Not only do they earn rave views from those who pilot them regularly, but the proven history 

and sheer volume of King Airs manufactured in the last 50-plus years is a testament to the 

brilliance of the original design. 

by Joe Casey

Adding King Air Capacity 
Halo STC Series by CenTex Aerospace  
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But also unique and advantageous 
with the King Air series is the number 
of creative outside companies that have 
capitalized on opportunities to improve 
aspects of the world’s most popular tur-
boprop to suit different needs. I recent-
ly visited one such company in Waco, 
Texas named CenTex Aerospace. The 
core of their focus: carrying capability.

The Why
The King Air 200/250 series was spe-

cifically built to nestle right up to the 
12,500-pound limitation for an airframe 
flown by a pilot without a type rating. 
With a max gross weight (MGW) of 
12,499 pounds, the early King Air 200s 
can carry a lot yet still be flown by a 
pilot who did not want to go through 
the gauntlet of obtaining a type rating. 

But, as the years have progressed, 
the King Air 200/250 series have gained 
weight. As airplanes often do, they get 
heavier as the years of manufacturing 
progress, causing the useful load (UL) 
to decrease. So, a King Air 200 from 
the late 1970s will likely have a greater 
UL as compared to a recent model, 
mainly because of improvements to 
the design. While the improvements 
are certainly beneficial, they can be 
heavy while the MGW ceiling of 12,500 
lbs remains the same.

This often leads to two options for 
the buyer in the market for a King Air 
200/250 series. Buy an older King Air 
200 with a higher UL and a lesser price 
point – but with fewer upgrades, high-
er airframe time, smaller engines and 
higher maintenance costs. Or purchase 
a newer King Air 250 with a gob of cool 
upgrades and a higher price point – but 
carry much less fuel, people and bags. 
There is little middle ground. 

Enter CenTex Aerospace with the 
Halo Series of gross weight increase kits.

CenTex Aerospace is nestled in a 
cool WWII-era wooden hangar at the 
Waco Regional Airport (KACT). During 
my visit, I learned a lot about their op-
eration, specifically how they increased 
the MGW of the King Air 200 by an in-
credible 1,500 lbs. That’s a huge jump in 
capability whether a King Air operator 
needs to handle larger passenger/bag 
loads (and still carry tons of fuel), or 
requires space for heavy special mis-
sion equipment. 

CD Management Inc.

National Flight Simulator



30 • TWIN & TURBINE / July 2019

The How
So, how did CenTex Aerospace 

achieve the gross weight increase? 
They determined the steps required 
to change the airworthiness certifica-
tion from the Standard Category to the 
Commuter Category. The switch re-
quires specific modifications but allows 
the airplane to operate at a heavier MGW. 

Adjustments are managed by the 
CenTex dealer network and include: 
cockpit/panel upgrades to the pitch trim 
and stall warning systems; improved 
interior lighting; an airspeed overspeed 
warning system; interior signage; a new 
POH (with some improved performance 
considerations); an engine fire-warning 
system; improvements to the stall warn-
ing system. There are no new structural 
components added to the airframe – 
only items that allow the airplane to 
meet Commuter Category requirements.

Beechcraft has a reputation for be-
ing rugged and “overbuilt,” and the lack 
of structural modifications required to 
carry the extra 1,500 lbs is a testament 
to the fact that the original Beechcraft  

Joe Casey is an FAA-DPE and an 
ATP, CFI, CFII (A/H), MEI, CFIG, 
CFIH, as well as a U.S. Army UH-60 
standardization instructor/examiner. 
An MMOPA Board member, he has 
been a PA46 instructor for 16-plus 
years and has accumulated 12,000-
plus hours of flight time, 5,500 of which 
has been in the PA46. Contact Joe 
at: www.flycasey.com, by email at 
joe@flycasey.com, or by phone at 
903.721.9549.

Rosen Sun Visor Systems

designers created a real workhorse. 
While the Halo STC is much more than 
a paperwork shuffle, with the airframe 
modifications being true upgrades to 
safety and performance, the basic struc-
ture of the King Air fleet is robust and 
strong, not requiring any additional 
aluminum. 

Along with the increased max gross 
weight, CenTex Aerospace figured out 
how to increase the fuel capacity and 
storage capacity. If desired, Saddle Tanks 
can be added behind each engine in a 
nacelle add-on manufactured by the 
company. Saddle Tanks can either add 
95 gallons of fuel per side (with no stor-
age increase) or add up to 60 gallons per 
side of additional fuel and have a large 
lockable storage compartment in each 
nacelle. The options are abundant, al-
lowing the owner to add more fuel, more 
storage or both.

Since the CenTex-modified King Air 
200/250 series has a MGW of 14,000 lbs, 
a type rating is required of the pilot. But 
several facilities provide the training, 
which is comparable to the insurance-
approved training necessary to operate 
any King Air – but ends with the award-
ing of a King Air 200 type rating.

Is the Centex Aerospace Halo Gross 
Weight Increase (GWI) STC right for 
you? It is a winner for the operator who 
is satisfied with their particular airframe 
but seeks more range, payload capability 
and associated operational safety. And 
for operators of the King Air 300/350 
series, the Halo 350 GWI STC is also 
available. It improves the MGW by more 
than 1,000 lbs, making the flagship of the 
King Air fleet even more capable.  

Pilots N Paws®  
is an online meeting place for 
pilots and other volunteers
who help to transport rescue animals by air.  
The mission of the site is to provide a user-
friendly communication venue between those 
that rescue, shelter, and foster animals; and 
pilots and plane owners willing to assist with  
the transportation of these animals.

Joining is easy and takes just a  
minute of your time.

www.pilotsnpaws.org
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It was the beginning of the Memorial Day 
weekend and the Midwest was experi-
encing an unprecedented level of con-

vective weather with thunderstorms, 
tornadoes and flooding all urgently re-
ported by the TV news. Unfortunately, a 
longstanding Lear client of the company 
I fly for had an unexpected death in the 
family and needed to attend the funeral 
on that Saturday, right in the middle of 
all the weather. 

by Kevin WareGoing Anyway

Jet Journal

Now, we are rather careful professional 
pilots and the “going anyway” attitude 
might seem to contradict that statement, 
but not so. Over the years, we have de-
veloped ways of operating in or near 
bad weather which are quite safe, and 
for the next several minutes Scott and 
I outline our severe convective weather 
strategy – something not often required 
flying up and down the West Coast from 
Alaska to California. Convective weather 

requires heat and moisture, and with the 
Pacific Ocean at 45 degrees Fahrenheit 
off to our west for 3,000 miles, we get 
plenty of moisture but rarely enough heat 
to drive that moisture high. On the other 
hand, it seems any time we need to make 
a trip east, all the convective activity in 
the middle part of the country has been 
saving itself especially for us.

So, one of the first things Scott and I 
do is look at the size and pattern of the 

The airlines were canceling flights left 
and right due to the conditions, and the 
distance from the West Coast was too long 
to drive or take the train. As a result, I 
got a call from our dispatcher Lori late 
on Friday morning asking if I can fly the 
Lear 45 to Iowa early on Saturday. While 
she is talking, I pull up the weather on 
my cell phone and see nothing but red 
radar returns widely dispersed over the 
entire three-state area. Thinking out loud 
about what to do, I ask Lori who will be 
the other pilot (a Lear 45 requires a crew 
of two), and she says Scott has tentatively 
agreed to go. Though newly rated in the 
airplane, Scott is a very experienced pilot 
I have flown with all over the country 
for a decade. I tell Lori I can do it then 
promptly call Scott. When I get him on 
the phone, I mention all the red radar 
returns, and he says, “Well, we’re going 
anyway, right?” 

weather system. Usually, the convective 
area runs on a southwest to northeast 
line, extends about 200 nm wide and is al-
most always moving eastward around 10 
and 20 knots – with predictions to worsen 
as the day goes on. If we find our destina-
tion is east of a system with the weather 
moving that direction, that makes us feel 
very uncomfortable because it means 
the conditions will only deteriorate as 
our arrival time approaches and we will 
likely need to overfly the system. On the 
other hand, if our destination is already 
in the middle of the action, that is a much 
more favorable sign as it means things 
are likely to improve. In the case of this 
trip, our destination in Iowa (DBQ) was 
already in the middle of the weather, 
which we found encouraging.

The next thing we look for is good 
VFR conditions on the upwind side of the 
weather. When severe weather passes, 
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the atmosphere is cooled and typically 
there will be relatively mild conditions 
where it had been terrible just an hour 
or so before. In this case, it looked like 
Cedar Rapids (CID) would be well clear 
of the weather by the time of our arrival.

Now, one of the benefits of flying busi-
ness jets as opposed to airlines is that 
we don’t have to land at our planned 
destination. Provided we can put our 
passengers within an hour car drive to 
where they want to go, they are often hap-
pier than if we push into turbulence and 
bad conditions. Most of them understand 
this before departure and readily agree 
to use that plan if we need to. Oddly, an 
hour drive rarely proves to be much of 
a bother or inconvenience – certainly 
nowhere near waiting in a long TSA 
line. Occasionally, if we are forced to 
land short of the destination, rather than  
putting the passengers in a rental car, we 
will just get a crew car and take everyone 
into town for lunch while waiting for 
the destination weather to improve…
something not possible for the airline 
crew. For most passengers, the business 
of mixing with the crew seems to make 
the whole affair more of an adventure as 
opposed to an inconvenience. They also 
appreciate the care we take to avoid truly 
bad conditions, all the while trying to get 
them where they want to go.  

With our background strategy worked 
out, Scott and I decide to leave our base 
(KBVS) just north of Seattle at 0530 the 
next morning. It is a 1,300 nm trip which 
the computer says will take us about 2:45, 
and have us arrive at .just before 10 a.m. 
local time. With convective weather usu-
ally growing worse as the day goes on, 
the departure and arrival time should be 
helpful. Plus, the funeral our passengers 
are attending is in the mid-afternoon, so 
that will also give them plenty of time 
to get there even if we have to land 
short of DBQ.

We take off shortly after dawn in clear 
West Coast weather, take up heading 082 
and climb to FL410. As we depart, the 
weather radar on our iPads shows all red 
at our destination but with the system 
moving east at about 20 knots. Given 
our approximate 3-hour flight time, we 
think it should be clearing out just as 
we get there. 

But within an hour of arrival, things at 
DBQ still do not look good, so I go back to 

Assured Partners  
Aerospace Insurance

CIES Corporation
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Arizona Type Rating Jet Shades

the cabin and brief the passengers about 
the conditions. I take my iPad with me so 
they can see the red over DBQ. Everyone 
understands something red is probably 
dangerous, so they have no problem ac-
cepting the fact that they may be driving 
the last 50 miles of the trip. This kind of 
passenger cooperation and consent is 
simply not possible in the airline busi-
ness, which is one of the reasons why 
we can say “we’re going anyway” when 
the airlines are still stuck on the ground.

As we cross the Iowa border, we pay 
attention to what is ahead and make sure 
we have all forms of weather avoidance 
equipment up and running. The one 
we typically pay most attention to is 
near real-time downloaded weather ra-
dar and lightning detection data on our 
iPads. This allows very good long-range 
planning from hundreds of miles away, 
with plenty of time to think through and  
review options. In the airplane, we also 
have radar in the nose which is helpful 
when close to the weather. But I have 
found if I am paying attention to the iPad, 
maneuvering up close to the weather 

with the onboard system is rarely neces-
sary. Finally, we are IFR and talking to 
the controller, who is definitely not about 
to let us stumble into weather without a 
lot of warning.

When we cross the state line, the iPad 
shows the western edge of red weather to 
be about 10 miles from our destination 
and moving eastward at about 25 knots, 
meaning that it will likely clear by the 
time we arrive. But to cover our bases, 
we slow the jet down to give us some 
more time. As luck would have it, about 
20 minutes out, the ATIS at DBQ starts 
reporting wind from the south at 15 to 
20 knots, light rain, visibility 6 miles, 
with 600 broken and 4,000 overcast – a 
significant improvement from the light-
ning, heavy rain and gusting conditions 
reported earlier. This information is con-
firmed by the radar picture, which shows 
the system has moved out of our way. I 
look back over my shoulder and tell the 
nearest passenger the good news.

Ten minutes later, we land at DBQ in 
pleasant and improving VFR conditions. 
As they exit the airplane, our passengers 

attribute our safe arrival to the expertise 
of the pilots in front, but the truth of the 
matter is it was a matter of luck more 
than anything else. Even with the “we’re 
going anyway” mentality before depar-
ture, we had no intention of penetrating 
convective weather. If it had not conve-
niently moved out of our way, we would 
have landed elsewhere. Highly skilled or 
not, we don’t fly into red weather, even 
when “going anyway.” 

Kevin Ware is an 
ATP who also holds 
CFI, MEII and heli-
copter ratings, has 
more than 10,000 
hours and is typed in 
several different busi-

ness jets. He has been flying for a 
living on and off since he was 20, 
and currently works as a contract 
pilot for various corporations in 
the Seattle area. When not work-
ing as a pilot he is employed part 
time as an emergency and urgent 
care physician. He can be reached at  
kevin.ware2@aol.com. 
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Aviation humor is a dialec-
tal minefield for a writer and 
can easily poke an eye out 
if misused. Cartoonist Gary 
Larson was great at it. And a 
tactful, tastefully presented 
and good spirited bit of hu-
mor (or sarcasm) can help 
information and lessons stick 
in our memory better than 
IMSAFE, CIGAR, ARROW, 
GUMP or Identify, Verify and 
Feather. It can also counter-
balance the effects of the life-
sucking, joy-robbing ordeal of 
Part 121 aircrew scheduling in 
a thunderstorm infested, over-
sold, 737 MAX grounding post 
9/11 era. I’ll stop whining like 
a T-37 engine now and enter 
the humor minefield with a 
true story. Mature metaphor 
alert: children look away.

First, you have to picture 
the setting: A crowd of tired, 
grumpy travelers sitting 
elbow-to-elbow and no one 
knows anyone – 160 strangers. Fear-
ing a possible customer complaint and 
reprisal, a female flight attendant on 
my crew alerted me to an exchange 
that she had with a retired female flight 
attendant that was traveling in coach 
on an employee pass. (Don’t get huffy 
thinking this is a sexist story because of 
my repetitive use of female – the reason 
for emphasizing their gender will be 
poignantly presented shortly). 

It was an early morning, weekday 
flight full of mostly male, time-stressed, 
business travelers. The retiree was 
frazzled from the arduous ordeal of 
space-available travel – a pain of which 

by Kevin R. Dingman
From the Flight Deck

Say What!
Aviation memories: Poignant and  
playful (and sometimes rated “M” for Mature).

you can’t fully empathize until you’ve  
traveled standby over several decades and 
have been left behind fifty-eleven times.  
Having turned down the offer of a sooth-
ing, stress relieving and free alcoholic 
beverage earlier, the working f light 
attendant once again empathetically 
broached the subject with a reassuring 
and innocently intended offer. 

“Are you sure you wouldn’t like some 
vodka in that juice or a couple of Bai-
leys for your coffee?” Then leaning in 
a bit with a lowered voice she added a 
non-condemning, girl-to-girl reassur-
ance: “Ya know, there’s nothing wrong 
with a good stiff-one in the morning.” Of 

course, the two guys sitting 
cheek-to-cheek on both sides 
of the beautiful lady took the 
statement quite differently 
(mind in the gutter and all) 
and after one choked on his 
coffee, both began laughing 
to tears. Instantly, the two 
ladies realized the second-
ary, totally unintentional in-
ference of the question and 
turned red before also burst-
ing into laughter. The angst 
from her space-available 
travel was quickly washed 
away without the assistance 
of a morning, um, drink.   

I was reviewing a short 
essay on the pleasures and 
pitfalls of authors that use 
humor as a writing tool; 
specifically, the use of a 
well-intended, accidentally 
hysterical play on words. 
By necessity, such humor-
ous linguistic legerdemain 
when intentionally presented 

by a writer must be born of a common 
frame of reference, language, history 
and honest respect for social decorum 
– George Carlin’s list of seven prohib-
ited words excluded from consideration. 
Assuming a level of tolerance from the 
receiving audience, and that the word-
smithing comes from a non-malicious 
heart, few things have the same effect 
on a reader as humor. Humor can also 
facilitate new relationships by relieving 
stress and anxiousness and can allow us 
to be more open minded by “breaking 
the ice.” On the other hand, some hu-
morous stories are just plain hysterical 
with very little redeeming social value 
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but for the innocent, life-giving tears of 
laughter and sore stomach muscles they 
induce – like the one mentioned above.

There was no malicious intent in her 
query. No intentional evil, obscene or 
eye-winking maneuver in her interroga-
tive statement. But it sure was funny. 
The incident reminded me of how great 
it used to be to talk without fear of of-
fending someone or of having the politi-
cal correctness police whip our dairy air 
on social media or national TV. As long 
as your intentions were not nefarious, 
rude or mean spirited, the behavior was 
acceptable. But thanks to those with 
marginal levels of intelligence and social 
etiquette that have exploited the kind-
hearted nature of most folks, apparently, 
those friendly behavioral norms are 
now prohibited. Why can’t we be civil 
yet still have fun? I suppose it’s because 
in many situations, there’s the possibil-
ity for uncomfortable, offensive, even 
disastrous fallout. What if several chil-
dren overheard the stiff-drink exchange 
and witnessed the resulting grown-up 
response, and then queried inquisitively 
(like kids do)? Once the parent wiped the 
tears of laughter from their own eyes, 
the impromptu, and in-public “birds and 
bees” speech could be postponed as a 
conversation for later. Like the scene 
from the TV commercial “When Smith 
Barney talks, people listen,” never in 
a classroom or at home will you see 
children paying attention with such 
focus as when they seek to understand 
private adult social interaction. Imagine 
all of the kids within four rows from the 
overheard comment, leaning into the 
aisle to understand the laughter and to 
hear the next new word. Thus, my point 
about paying attention and humor vs. 
our memory and learning – it works on 
children of all ages – even us. 

Humor can also be a welcome breath 
of fresh air during an arduous day. The 
life of an airline crew is suitcases, TSA, 
hotel vans, restaurants and public rest-
rooms (remind me to schedule another 
session with a psychiatrist for my auto-
mysophobia). And it can be draining: 
Drive to the bus, take the bus to a com-
muter hotel at base. The next morning, 
take the hotel van to the airport, fly 6 to 
8 hours, then van to the layover hotel, go 
to bed hungry because you’re too tired 

to get dressed to go find food, van to 
another airport the next morning, fly 
for 6 to 8 hours, van to the hotel, van 
to another airport the next morning, 
fly for 6 to 8 hours, van to the layover 
hotel…repeat, repeat and repeat. Now 
you know how airline pilots accrue tens 
of thousands of hours. 

We still occasionally go out for din-
ner as a crew to eat, drink, laugh and 
share stories of our families and how the 
airline “used to be.” But don’t be fooled 
into believing that layover hotels are 
a “mini-vacation.” As I write this, I’m 
at a layover hotel in downtown Jack-
sonville, Florida. It’s Saturday night, 
an hour after dark and my hotel is two 
blocks from an outdoor jazz concert. 
It’s loud enough to hear from my room 
and I know that in a few hours (after I 
have fallen asleep) many of the revel-
ers, having consumed a few stiff ones 
themselves, will be returning to their 
rooms in this very hotel, perhaps on 
this very floor. Lions and tigers and 
bears, oh my. Tomorrow is day two of a 
four-day trip and my show time in the 
morning is well before sunrise. I will see 
some of the revelers in the lobby when I 
board the van. They will ask with slurred 
speech, “You a pilot? Where ya flying 
at, um, to, tonight, ah, today dude, sir?” 
And then they’ll stumble off without  
waiting for a response. If you had listened, 
dude, I’ll be in command of an airliner  
flying back-and-forth across Tornado  
Alley, finally ending up in Seattle late 
this afternoon. The next morning, I will 
wake at 2:40 a.m. for a 3:40 a.m. show 
time and resume the above repeat, re-
peat and repeat. When I get home, we’re 
headed to Flying Cloud (FCM) with the 
Duke for some light maintenance. The 
next day, we pick up a patient in RST, 
take them to BIV then home to mow 
grass, do laundry, pay bills, repack my 
bag and back to the repeat, repeat and 
repeat. It’s interesting that despite this 
routine, recent studies claim airline 
pilots live about five years longer than 
the general population – must be that 
morning, um, drink thing.

Or perhaps workplace drudgery is 
part of what makes us live longer. It 
allows us to share a special bond and 
to create memories. Those involved in 
aviation share the bond of operating a 

Airfleet Capital, Inc.
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complex flying machine in a challeng-
ing environment among an interesting 
society of individuals – often dealing 
with bad weather, bad hotels, bad food 
(four episodes of food poisoning so far) 
and bad manners. We all anticipate 
the good parts of flying, however, and 
for a lot of “working” Part 121 pilots, 
general aviation in its many forms is 
the good part. Nowhere in the world 
is this demonstrated quite like the an-
nual EAA Convention, AirVenture, or 
“Oshkosh” by us purists; July 22–28 this 
year. Factions of aviation from all over 
the world, whether it be EAA chapters, 
airline unions, charter companies, flight 
schools, aviation equipment and parts 
vendors, type clubs or friends and fam-
ily, gather to celebrate the good parts of 
flying and to share sometimes humor-
ous memories of fun, fear, excitement, 
drama, adventures, love and life. The 
annual pilgrimage is just around the 
corner and I can’t wait. 

Readers have told me that they 
sometimes read my stories out loud to 

their children, the Christmas ones in  
particular. But stories such as this one 
with grown-up humor, even when hon-
est and sensitive, are an opportunity 
for fallout, and I think this story may 
need to be stashed in the unmentionable 
drawer with grandma’s bloomers. But 
like that morning flight with the “free 
drink” offer, I hope my use of humor 
to make “piloty-points” will help you to 
remember what are often, painful les-
sons for some other schmuck – even the 
piloty-points that were rated PG.    

Kevin Dingman has been flying 
for more than 40 years. He’s an ATP 
typed in the B737 and DC9 with 23,000 
hours in his logbook. A retired Air 
Force major, he flew the F-16 and 
later performed as an USAF Civil Air 
Patrol Liaison Officer. He flies volun-
teer missions for the Christian orga-
niz tion Wings of Mercy, is employed 
by a major airline, and owns and  
operates a Beechcraft Duke.Contact 
Kevin at dinger10d@gmail.com.
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Three insurers have recently exited the market. Remember 
that supply and demand thing?

Recently, I had the opportunity to speak at the 
Aviation Insurance Association’s annual conference in Ashe-
ville, North Carolina. What I heard from brokers, underwriters 
and lawyers is concerning. Claims are up and profits are down. 
And just like in your business, something must give.

If you have recently opened your renewal premium letter, 
you probably were shocked. Industry folks tell me that it’s much 
harder to get coverage for even longtime customers. “Two years 
ago, I could get great coverage for a pilot with 600 hours in a 
single-engine airplane moving to a single-pilot jet,” said one 
broker. “Not anymore.”

Along with 10 to 25 percent premium increases, coverage 
limits are being lowered, training requirements increased and 
age limits reduced. Of course, what comes up must come down. 
But how long will it take to reverse the cycle? With thousands 
of new, less experienced pilots entering the industry, do you 
think the safety record will improve soon?

And while the fatality rates for the kinds of airplanes we fly 
are fairly steady, recent hull losses, especially from landing 
accidents, give us nothing to brag about.

So, what can you do to make yourself more attractive to 
your insurer?

Andrew Broom, CEO of Citation Jet Pilots Association (CJP) 
and I were in Asheville to present our safety efforts including 
the “CJP Gold Standard Safety Award” program to the insurance 
industry. It is a comprehensive effort of additional training, 
standard operating practices (SOPs) and a video series called 
“What Good Looks Like” that Citation operators can adopt to 
become safer pilots. 

And you can access it and incorporate it into your safety ef-
forts regardless of the type of airplane you fly, free of charge 
at www.citationjetpilots.com/safety.

We are all in this together.
Fly safe.  

On Final
by David Miller

David Miller has owned and f lown a variety of aircraft 
types, from turboprops to midsize jets, for more than 40 
years. With 5,000-plus hours in his logbook, David is 
also Chairman Emeritus of the Citation Jet Pilots Safety 
& Education Foundation. You can contact David at  
davidmiller1@sbcglobal.net

Supply and demand is an easy concept for airplane owners 
to understand – the more there is, the lower the price. 
Take the oil and gas industry, for instance, an industry I 

know little about, but I won’t let that stop me from pontificating. 

1. Some smart person figures out how to drill  
sideways and extract a lot more oil.

2. Thousands of folks with money rush to drill 
for the oil.

3. Like an Easter egg hunt with too many kids, they  
find lots of it quickly.

4. So much in fact that the price comes down and  
everyone is happy.

Except maybe for those folks who started a new oil company. 
But the opposite can happen, too. And stay with me because 
here is where it is going to cost you a lot of money.

The aviation insurance industry.
For the last decade or more, the overall safety record, espe-

cially of the airlines, has been outstanding. It was a great place 
for insurance companies to make money. Few claims, stable 
costs and billions of dollars poured into the market. New com-
panies emerged to compete for your business and premiums 
went down dramatically. Everyone was happy.

Except for those new insurance companies, perhaps. 
Then something bad happened. Airplanes started crashing 

more often, especially airliners like the Miami Air Interna-
tional’s 737 pictured below. And although no one perished in this  
crash, it doesn’t take many $35,000,000 to $100,000,000 hull 
losses to mess up the insurance market.

Supply and Demand 
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